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Analysis of the Australia’s 2016 Federal Elections :

In relation to social classes
ASAKAWA Akihiro

Abstract : This paper analyses the result of Australia’s 2016 federal elections in relation to social classes of
voters. In this election, the Coalition lost fourteen seats and gained 76 seats in total. This is only one seat
majority of total 150 seats of the House of Representatives. This means that the Coalition nearly lost the
government. On the other hand, the Australian Labor Party gained fourteen seats. Minor parties and inde-
pendents maintained five seats in the lower house.

Detailed analysis on the election result shows that correlation between occupation types and swing is
higher than other socio-economic indicators. In comparison, in 2013 elections, correlation between income
and swing was the highest. The Coalition won support from managers and professionals, but failed to win
support from other types of occupations. Especially, it has lost support from machinery operators and drivers,
technicians, trade workers and labourers.

This analysis shows that differences among social classes which are represented in occupation types played
significant role in this election. Wealthier and high-skilled people supported the Coalition, however, people
with less income and less skills deserted from the Coalition. Recently, social class has become one of the
most important political agendas in developed countries, and people who see themselves abandoned by the
elites strongly support politicians who represent their interest. In Australian politics, this factor of “social

classes” has become an important element in voting patterns by people, as analysis of this paper shows.
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