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Abstract

In Australia, as well as almost of developed countries, the unemployment rates of youth are
rapidly increasing. The ones of prime age are comparatively low and stable, but for young
Australians aged 15 to 24, they, averaged 13.55 percent from 1978 until 2014, remains stuck at
close to 15 per cent, which has seen much worse than that in the past. In this paper, using the
monthly data of 1978-2014, the relationship between youth unemployment rates and the
change of demographic structure, captured by the decrease of relative population of the youth,
is investigated. Further, the differences of the effects of the change of demographic structure on
the unemployment of both sexes looking for part-time and for full-time work are
econometrically investigated.
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