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Does Western Australia differ from Eastern States?

Yuichi Takatsuka

Japan-Australia Society of Saitama
Abstract

This study investigates possible differences in political preferences between people in
Western Australia (WA) and their counterparts in eastern States. As a result of a strong per-
formance by Kevin Rudd and his Labor party, John Howard, who had been in power for over
eleven years — making him the second longest serving Prime Minister in the Australian federal
politics — was finally defeated in the 2007 Federal Election. Despite this, it seems there was no
Rudd fever in WA.

Across Australia, Labor had gained 23 seats as much as what conservatives lost ; yet, this
was not the case in WA. Indeed, the Liberal had increased their seats in WA, which was in
stark contrast to the national trend. Again in 2008, the WA State Election saw a strong per-
formance by the Liberal, while the state Labor failed to keep its majority in the WA parlia-
ment. This ended the domination of both the federal and state governments by the Labor party.
Since then, WA as “the Liberal State”, or “the only territory of the Liberal government” has
stood out due to its political uniqueness within Australia. Politically, what people in WA aspire
for seems different from that of their eastern counterparts.

Presumably, support in WA for the Liberal party —a free economy advocate —is based on
two factors : the geographical element whereby greater distance weakens the influence of its
eastern counterparts ; and an economic structure heavily reliant on the mining sector. It so, the
Liberal would show a better outcome in the 2010 Federal Election, especially in WA. This has
been borne by the election result whereby the Liberal has found a stronger voice in Canberra
while gaining a significant swing in WA. This could be explained largely by Labor’s “mining
super tax  proposal, which stays extremely unpopular in WA. WA is surely the Liberal party’s
state, indeed the only state where the Liberal could win the last two federal elections consecu-
tively. Politically, WA definitely stands out from the rest of Australia.
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RO 11.6 13.0 1 0 +1 0
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213 2010 FERER RS R - Rl (BHE, ERS, f&os, 550 i)
. B SRR H 2007 4E & O g
K N A | & - 540 | TS - ESe | & PEEE
PG 21.5 - 5 - -4 -
H % 8.6 432 9(12) 3 +1(-3) 0
7 4@ EE/XE75:’; Rk 738 _ 3 _ +3
= R5E 0.3 3.4 0(2) 0 0(0) 0
(RF&ED 382+ 46.6+ 17 3 0 0
FRD 12.8 13.8 6 1 +3 0
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