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On the “Orbis sensualium pictus—part II”

Junzo Inoxuchr

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider about some problems of the book “Orbis
sensualium pictus-part II” in 18th century. It was published in 1719, therefore it
was not written by J.A.Comenius, but by Wolfgang Christoph DeBler. He was a
deputyheadmaster of the Saint Spirit School attached to the new hospital in
Nuremberg. The new preface of “Orbis sensualium pictus—part 1”7 in 1746 made
the matter clear. But it had been believed till 20th century that the author of the
book “Orbis sensualium pictus —part II” was also J.A.Comenius. Because of no
telling the name of the author, the publisher, Martin Endter made a lot of profit.

Then in “Orbis sensualium pictus-part I” in 1658, J.A.Comenius intended that
the book was useful for teaching and learning languages and things. But I think
that Wolfgang Christoph DeBler did not intend so in “Orbis sensualium pictus-part
11”7, Because we can not find figure in Latin sentence, and figures are almost
omitted from pictures, though “Orbis sensualium pictus” is characterized by same
figure in picture and sentence. Moreover the description of the nature is missing
from the contents of “Orbis sensualium pictus—part II”,as the table3 indicates. In
short “Part II” is different from “Part 17 basically.

What is the purpose of “Part I11”? I think that it is for pupils to gain knowledge
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about various occupations. Because there are many descriptions about the matter.
Even more important is that we find moral in every chapter of “Part II”. For

further details of this, see the appendix. After all “Part II” is marked by moral.

But I think that it produced an effect contrary to his intention, and it is different

from the thought of J.A.Comenius. Moral education by Comenius was not forceful.
In any case the publication of many editions of “Orbis sensualium pictus” means

great influence of Comenius.

Key words : J.A.Comenius, W.C. DeBller, “Orbis sensualium pictus—part 117,
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