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A Study of the “New orbis sensualium pictus”
in the 19th Century
Junzo INOKUCHI
Abstract

The book “Orbis sensualium pictus (the Visible World by the Semses)” by John
Amos Comenius (1592~1670) was printed in Nuremberg in the year 1658. It is
well known as the first textbook with many illustrations in the world. Therefore

there are about more than 260 revised editions after the first publication. The

purpose of this paper is to consider about the character of the book “New orbis

|

sensualium pictus” in the 19th century. It was written by Jacob Eberhard Gailer
(1792~1850), who was the teacher of the gymnasium in Tibingen. He wrote
some books with illustrations for the young. Hubert Gobels, who published the
reprint of “New orbis sensualium pictus” in 1979, said that it was beyond the

limit of the textbook, and that Gailer made the light reading for leisure. But I

think that it is the textbook in 19th century, after looking through the books,
4 which were published in 1832, 1833, 1835, 1838 and 1842. Because they were
changed, whenever they were published, and they were revived some figures in

the illustrations. The fact shows us the character of this book as the textbook.

Key words : Comenius, Orbis sensualium pictus, Gailer, New orbis sensualium

pictus, Textbook
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