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Abstract

It is often said that ‘since the attack on the World Trade Center the world
has changed’. The attack has also been seen as a hitherto unprecedented kind of
war, not of nation versus nation, but as a new 21 st century form of war. Yetis
not what we have seen since the opening of America's operations in Afghanistan
on 8th October something that intimates of an even profounder blow to us all.
I refer to the indifference and lack of understanding that has been displayed re-
garding the plight of the Afghanistan refugees teetering on the brink of disaster,
forgotten by the world’s media.

Despite the fact that the situation in Afghanistan was steadily worsening,
people’s awareness of what was occurring remained vague. Yet here I ask, is it
not the case that the globalization of that negative inheritance of the 19 th centu-
ry, colonialism and imperialism, has been exposed by the terrorist attack? And
we, for whom time had to wait until someone chose such means to force us to
look back at what has happened, we, whether we like it or not, must carry a por-

tion of the responsibility for this globalization.
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While never forgetting of the pain and loss of those 6,000 people who lost their
lives in the terrorist attack, we must also reach out to those suffering in other
parts of the world who do not appear in the news. We do something for those
who have lost their lives to terrorism or whose lives continue to be threatened
daily by terrorism.

In my opinion the terrorist attack of 11 th September cannot be considered to
be completely unrelated to the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrim-
ination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, sponsored by the United Nations
and held in Durban in the Republic of South Africa, the country which con-
quered Apartheid, between 31 st August and 8 th September. In this conference
racial discrimination, slavery and colonialism were raised as subjects for debate
as the negative inheritance of the modern age for the first time. Every problem
of discrimination worldwide was brought up and the conference became bogged
down. Differences in opinions regarding the final contents of a joint proclama-
tion could not be resolved and the date for ending the conference, 7 th Septem-
ber, was extended by a day, by which time a general agreement was reached. Dis-
cussions continued without rest day after day but of course the focus of the
debate was the Middle East problem and the problem of compensation for the
past. Israel responded vigorously against the proposal of the Arab countries
that Zionism was a form of racial discrimination’ and heated criticism flew back
and forth. America, which had been against raising the Middle East question, with-
drew its National Representative from the conference and limited participation
to the office level. Subsequently America, receiving harsh criticism for its
stance, abandoned the conference together with Israel and returned home. In
this conference of 170 countries and 15,000 participants from NGOs, the raising
of the issues of racial discrimination, slavery and colonialism as the negative inher-
itance of the modern age was a fitting and epoch making moment which raises
the curtain on the new stage of the 21 st century, a new century the keynote of
which is living together. This event is also linked in spirit to that of the
Women’s International War Criminals Tribunal which was held in Tokyo in De-
cember, 2000,

Yet, as was only to be expected, when the debate turned to colonial rule and slav-
ery in the past, the Western side (European countries) clashed with the African

and Caribbean countries head on, and the sphere of discussions broadened as the
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debate grew hotter and more diverse (based on the report of Mr. Akira Maeda
who participated in the conference as a member of an NGO).

One cannot help but think that the occurrence of this world shaking event sub-
sequent to the Womens' International War Criminals Tribunal in 2000, even as I
am writing this article, considered as the major occurrence of the first year of
the 21 st century, will raise new questions regarding the feminist viewpoint. By
this I mean to say that despite carrying out the epoch making Tribunal in the
year 2000 which judged war criminals from the point of view of women, almost im-
mediately in the following year we have seen an event, the terrorist attack of 11
th September, which threatens to reverse all that has been achieved. This event
is a challenge to feminists and asks us the question, ‘Is it all right to standby
and allow this to happen?. Now I would like to talk about the road to Durban’
and the ‘road from Durban’. In doing so I aim to reaffirm the spirit of Professor Chr-
istine Chinkin of London University, Judge of the Tribunal, “The First Civil Tribu-
nal to seek Gender Justice’, and thereby renew our resolve to fight against the heg-

emonism of the State.

Keyword : accountability, gender justice, civil tribunal.
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