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A Study of the Revised Edition of
“Orbis sensualium pictus”
—— Mainly in the case of the 1662 Edition —
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Junzo InoxucHI

Abstract

The book “Orbis sensualium pictus (the Visible World by the Sences)” by
John Amos Comenius (1592 ~ 1670) was printed in Nuremberg in the year 1658.

It is well known as the first textbook with many illustrations in the world. There-
fore there are about 260 rivised editions. In this paper I consider about the 1662 edi-
tion of them. Because it has the significance. It changes from the first edition.
It was adopted as one of the original text, when OPERA OMNIA (The complete
works of J. A. Comenius) was edited in 1970. And we can study if it is the origi-
nal text of the first Japanese translation in 1739 by Gonza (1718 ~ 1739), who
was a young Japanese drifter, or not. But the 1662 edition does not necessarily

agree with the translation by Gonza. I consider that the 1685 edition is similar
rather than the 1662 edition. We need to study about the 1685 edition also.
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