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War and Sexual Violence:
Rethinking the Historical War Responsibility

from the Prospective of Gender.( 1)

Kiyoko SHiMmizU

Abstract

In the last year of the 20 th century, a big event was held which attracted
the attention of an international audience.

An international symposium, “Contested Historiography : Feminist Perspec-
tives on World War,” sponsored by the German Institute for Japanese Studies,
was held in Tokyo on April 13 th and 14 th of this year. This well-timed symposi-
um coincided with, and hence become the opening event of the ‘International
Women's War Tribunal’ held in Tokyo in December.

Several members of the Association for Research on the Impacts of War and
Military Bases on Women’s Human Rights, a group to which I myself belong, par-
ticipated as panelists in the conference. Their discussion, focusing upon the con-
temporary attempt to theoretically clarify the comfort women issue, demonstra-
ted the active nature of their present work and showed the variety of approac-
hes, crossing various academic disciplines, present in Japanese feminism.

This also became a good opportunity for us to share our views and be under-
stood by the many foreign speakers participating in the meeting. I think that it
is safe to say that at least at this conference, we were able to fully put across, in
a new way and on an international level, the theoretical framework of our pres-
ent research related to the theme of “War and Sexual Violence.”

Key words: interpretation, subaltern, vigilant partisanship, association for re-
search on the impacts of war and military bases on women’s human
rights
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