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Collective Memory of American Heroes/Heroines

Mitsuhiro Wapa
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BETSY ROSS HOUSE, 239 Arch St., is where the famed colonial seamstress
stitched the first American flag in 1776. The restored home is furnished

in the middle—class manner of the period...
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BETSY ROSS, woman who, according to tradition, made the first example

of the present U.S. flag at the request of George Washington...
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RESOLVED: that the flag of the United States be made of thirteen stripes,
alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue

field, representing a new constellation.
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So through the night rode Paul Revere;

And so through the night went his cry of alarm
To every Middlesex village and farm,——

A cry of defiance and not of fear,

A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door,
And a word that shall echo forevermore!
For, borne on the night-wind of the Past,
Through all our history, to the last,

In the hour of darkness and peril and need,
The people will waken and listen to hear
The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed,

And the midnight message of Paul Revere.

—— “Paul Revere’s Ride” by H.W. Longfellow
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