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(=) But the man-eater, going to the foot of his

banyan tree, lay down amongst the shoots and off-
ered up a prayer to the spirit of the tree, saying,
“My lady, nymph of the tree, if within seven days
thou canst heal my wound, I will bathe thy trunk
with blood from the throats of one hundred and
one princes from all India, and will hang the tree
all round with their inwards and offer up a sacri-
fice of the five sweet kinds of flesh.” (Book XXI.
p. 257)

Be bold and captive here great Sutasoma bring
And by his sacrifice shalt thou win heaven, O
king.

With such words the nymph put off her dis-
guise as an ascetic and stood revealed in her own
form, blazing in the sky like the sun. The man—
eater hearing what she had to say and beholding
her form asked who she was, and on her replying
that she had come to life as the spirit of this tree,
he was delighted and thinkitg, “I have looked
upon my tutelary divinity,” he said, “O heavenly
sovereign, be not troubled by reason of Sutas-
oma, [476] but enter once more into thine own
tree.” The spirit entered into the tree before his
very eyes. (Book XXI. p. 259)
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