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Effects of description types of developmental disabilities

on parental child-rearing style

Chika NAGAOKA

Abstract

This research examined whether the types of linguistic descriptions of developmental disabilities affected
child-rearing styles of parents with young children. The study included 200 participants whose first child was
under three years of age. They were asked to read one of four types of documents about developmental dis-
abilities (between-subject factors), that were manipulated subtly on two factors: concreteness (high/low) and de-
scriptions of interactions between a person with developmental disabilities and other persons without disabilities
(included/not included). They were next asked to imagine that their child would seem to have some of the
characteristics of people with developmental disabilities in the document in the near future when their child
would be three to four years old, and complete the parental child-rearing scale of a questionnaire. The results
indicated a significant interaction effect between concreteness and description of interactions on the score of
child-rearing for the child with characteristics similar to those described in the documents. The discussion sug-

gests guidelines for linguistic descriptions of developmental disabilities.

[Key words] Developmental disabilities, Parental child-rearing style, Language abstraction, Text mining tech-

nique



